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Abstract

Depending on your exact definition of doing science, keeping track as precise as possible of
your observations is an essential part of doing science. The precision should be high enough
that mistakes are obvious. This pattern is, of course, not limited to doing science and we see
this in open source development too. Unfortunately, in the modern way of doing science, this is
not getting the attention it should get.
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Depending on your exact definition of doing science, keeping track as precise as possible of
your observations is an essential part of doing science. The precision should be high enough
that mistakes are obvious. This pattern is, of course, not limited to doing science and we see
this in open source development too. Unfortunately, in the modern way of doing science, this is
not getting the attention it should get. Worse, with narratives (stories) about the research, in
the form of journal articles, are generally considered more important that a precise description
of the observations.

Is that a big issue? Hell, yes. Where do you think the FAIR ideas came from? And why FAIR in ten
years has not brought about the change it was hoping for?

For me, my fascination for curation started as a student, around 1995, with the Dictionary on
Organic Chemistry. At that time, my interest came from wanting to learn about chemistry and
biology. During my M.Sc. and PhD, it was obvious how essential it was to derivating correct
scientific conclusions from your experiment. Data, knowledge, and software alike, imo. And
because curation is expensive, not having to repeat it, | prefer to do it as Open Science.

Curation

Of course, curation has been part of doing science, but to a large extens is separate step from
doing science. It is done by database developers, librarians, and chemo- and bioinformaticians.
For example, Chemical Abstracts Service (CAS) started over 100 years ago and started indexing
chemical structures in 1965. The curation is an ongoing process, also for old records.

Biocuration is getting more and more attention:
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The recognition and rewarding by having the International Society for Biocuration (ISB, Scholia
page) should not be underestimated (doi:10.:1038/455047A). Their Annual International

Curation is an essential part of doing research - Page 2


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chemical_Abstracts_Service
https://chem-bla-ics.linkedchemistry.info/2022/05/22/new-cas-common-chemistry-in-2021.html
https://www.biocuration.org/dissemination/who-are-we/
https://scholia.toolforge.org/topic/Q54987878#publications-per-year
https://www.biocuration.org/
https://scholia.toolforge.org/organization/Q23809291
https://scholia.toolforge.org/organization/Q23809291
https://doi.org/10.1038/455047A
https://scholia.toolforge.org/event-series/Q106486148

chem-bla-ics

Biocuration Conferences have been running since 2005. And with their awards, they give the
biocuration work recognition and, literally, rewarding:

- Biocuration Career Award (2016-2021)

- Excellence in Biocuration Early Career Award (2022-)

- Excellence in Biocuration Advanced Career Award (2022-)
- Exceptional Contribution to Biocuration Award (2017-)

My curation Curriculum Vitae

| don't have a good curation CV. For a large extend because the curation has been part of a
study. The curation itself does not get recognized, and only the journal article does. With
datasets slowly getting more recognition, so does data curation, but data curation is not really
part of how we do FAIR at this moment, and via this route not getting the attention it gets.

But since | have been updating my CV anyway, | dug up some curation | am proud of:

- the Dictionary on Organic Chemistry, which no longer exists, but it started my Open
Science chemistry research

- the Blue Obelisk Data Repositry (BODR), which has been part of various GNU/Linux
distributions (see also doi:10.1021/ci050400b). A new version is long overdue

- | contributed hundreds of NMR spectra with uncommon nuclei to NMRShiftDb

- Wikidata, see this preprint, but also many small projects, like adding CXSMILES for
polymers, and main subject annotation in Scholia

- WikiPathways (see these blog posts), where | started curating metabolites in 2012, set up
a computer-assistent curation platform using SPARQL, and were an early curator of
SARS-CoV-2 biological processes

- citation intent annotation with the Citation Typing Ontology, see this Scholia overview

- nanosafety ontology and data: the eNanoMapper Ontology (ENMO), NanoWiki, JRC
nanomaterial index and the ERM indentifier database

- made RDF for supplementary information (e.g. this NanoE-Tox spreadsheet, full
databases, like ChEMBL and NMRShiftDb

- organized an online ChemCuration event (inspired by the ISB annual meetings!)

| am also curation my blog, which was originally in blogger.com but being ported to Markdown
with extra annotation. That includes updating URLs and annotation of blog posts with
chemicals, grants, and intention-typed citations.

Long tail

Of course, | have my Wikipedia edits, and contributed to projects like Bioregistry.io, FAIRsharing,
regularly submit missed mentions to Altmetric.com, etc. There is a long tail in curation. And
there is a lot of curation hidden in my literature list.

And that long tail matters to me. | want every researcher to pick up the challenge to curate their
own research output. Put your experimental data in databases, add important provenance, get

Curation is an essential part of doing research - Page 3


https://scholia.toolforge.org/event-series/Q106486148
https://scholia.toolforge.org/event/Q109408101
https://scholia.toolforge.org/award/Q106045191
https://scholia.toolforge.org/award/Q118947746
https://scholia.toolforge.org/award/Q119882229
https://scholia.toolforge.org/award/Q106045103
https://egonw.github.io/cv/
https://chem-bla-ics.linkedchemistry.info/2025/06/29/curation-is-an-essential-part-of-doing-research.html/Blue%20Obelisk%20Data%20Repository
https://doi.org/10.1021/ci050400b
https://chem-bla-ics.blogspot.com/2013/08/the-blue-obelisk-data-repositorys-10.html
https://sourceforge.net/projects/nmrshiftdb2/files/data/
https://chem-bla-ics.linkedchemistry.info/2025/05/25/new-preprint-scholia-chemistry-access-to-chemistry-in-wikidata.html
https://laurendupuis.github.io/Scholia_tutorial/
https://chem-bla-ics.linkedchemistry.info/tag/wikipathways
https://classic.wikipathways.org/index.php?title=Special:Contributions&dir=prev&target=Egonw&month=&year=
https://chem-bla-ics.linkedchemistry.info/2018/10/11/two-presentations-at-wikipathways-2018.html
https://chem-bla-ics.linkedchemistry.info/2016/07/02/two-apache-jena-sparql-query.html
https://chem-bla-ics.linkedchemistry.info/2020/10/31/sars-cov-2-covid-19-and-open-science.html
https://scholia.toolforge.org/cito/
https://github.com/enanomapper/ontologies
https://figshare.com/search?q=nanowiki
https://nanocommons.github.io/specifications/jrc/
https://nanocommons.github.io/specifications/jrc/
https://nanocommons.github.io/erm-database/
http://chem-bla-ics.linkedchemistry.info/2018/09/16/data-curation-5-inspiration-95.html
https://chem-bla-ics.linkedchemistry.info/2011/04/21/chembl-09-as-rdf.html
https://chem-bla-ics.blogspot.com/2009/09/nmrshiftdb-enters-rdfopenmoleculesnet-2.html?q=nmrshiftdb
https://chem-bla-ics.linkedchemistry.info/2019/10/14/chemcuration-2019-poster-conference.html
https://chem-bla-ics.linkedchemistry.info/2023/08/18/last-post-here-freebie-model-online.html
https://chem-bla-ics.linkedchemistry.info/2023/08/18/last-post-here-freebie-model-online.html
https://chem-bla-ics.linkedchemistry.info/2023/07/27/archiving-and-updating-my-blog.html
https://chem-bla-ics.linkedchemistry.info/2005/10/21/viagra-saves-environment.html
https://chem-bla-ics.linkedchemistry.info/2005/10/21/viagra-saves-environment.html
https://chem-bla-ics.linkedchemistry.info/2024/10/24/vhp4safety.html
https://chem-bla-ics.linkedchemistry.info/2025/02/08/cito-for-blog-citations.html
https://github.com/biopragmatics/bioregistry/commits/main/?author=egonw
https://fairsharing.org/users/596
https://form.typeform.com/to/SWoxIY?typeform-source=altmetric.typeform.com
https://scholar.google.com/citations?user=u8SjMZ0AAAAJ&hl=en

chem-bla-ics

the details rights. This is essential to reduce the cost of doing research, and that is more
important than ever.

BTW, | must note that our bioinformatics team colleagues too have done a tremendous amount
of biocuration, in WikiPathways (Denise, Freddie, Susan), in nanosafety (Jeaphianne, Ammar),
and in toxicology (Marvin), just to name a few. Often together with B.Sc. and M.Sc. students
(which can work really well).

Award nomination

And | hope this makes it clear why | am delighted to was nominated last week for an ISB
Excellence in Biocuration Advanced Career Award. The list of past awardees is impressive, as are
the other nominations: Laurel Cooper, Oregon State University/USA, Steven Marygold, University
of Cambridge/UK, Saurabh Raghuvanshi, University of Delhi/India, and Kimberly Van Auken,
California Institute of Technology/USA.

It's an honor to be listed along these other nominees and being nominated is a great
recognition! With a thank you to the person who proposed my nomination.
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