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At first | thought it is a joke, but Nature journals are
serious: up to 9500 EUR for open-access!

Nature journals reveal terms of landmark open-access option

a The journals will charge authors up to €9,500 to make research
papers free to read, in a long-awaited alternative to ...
& nature.com

3:04 p.m. - 26 nov. 2020 - Twitter Web App
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Last week, there was a lot of outrage at the announcement of Nature’'s new pricing options for
their open access articles. People took to twitter to voice their, ahem, concern. Some examples:
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o Asmeret Asefaw Berhe @ & ,
) @aaberhe
A charge of €9,500, US$11,390 or £8,290 to make a
single paper open access (OA) in Nature journals is so
far beyond outrageous, | don't have a word for it.

... FTR, a life-altering summer research internship for an
undergrad costs about US$5,000!

Nature journals reveal terms of landmark open-...

Eh The journals will charge authors up to €9,500 to
make research papers free to read, in a long-...
& nature.com
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Q 190 Q) 44 people are Tweeting about this
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.48 Mike Boylan-Kolchin L 4
' @MBKplus

Taking a break from #JWSTDeadlineMemes to read

about Nature’'s new Open Access policy and now | want
to go back to bed.

a really
cool idea

great paper

submit it
to Nature

4:11 PM - Nov 24, 2020 ©)

QO 101 Q 18 people are Tweeting about this

' \j‘ .I'«)'L“(-‘Rl(ﬂ“)f‘,’

g\ Prof Jodie Bradby L 4

| despair at this move to the open access authors pay
model. Will institutions cover this $15k per article? No.
The idea of a non-refundable deposit is crazy. No way |
can afford that.

Nature journals reveal terms of landmark open-...
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Melike Donertas ,
@melikedonertas
9,500¢€ - that's the annual income of professors in
Turkey. + publication fees are rarely covered by
universities or institutes. Then people ask why they

don't hear much from Turkey even though scientists
from Turkey excel in abroad. One of many reasons

Nature journals reveal terms of landmark open-...
The journals will charge authors up to €9,500 to

@ make research papers free to read, in a long-...
& nature.com
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Dave Lunt ’
) @davelunt

I've no problem with Nature's pricing, they charge what
they can, just like every other company. The problem
isn't them it's us. Every time you talk about “a Nature
paper” as something special, you enable this. Stop

Nature

Nature journals reveal terms of landmark open-access option
The journals will charge authors up to €9,500 to make research
papers free to read, in a long-awaited alternative to subscription-..

& nature.com
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Nature News & Comment @ @NatureNews - Nov 24, 2020 Y
The journals will charge authors up to €9,500 to make research

papers free to read, in a long-awaited alternative to
subscription-only publishing.

Nature journals reveal terms of landmark
Eb open-access option

The journals will charge authors up to €9,5...

& nature.com

c\. José Manuel Garcia-Fernandez

Yy @jmgarciafnandez

| guess the Nature group will announce soon how
much they are going to pay to experts for reviewing
manuscripts, since their "production costs" are so high
due to reviewing so many papers.

Certainly this is not what open access is about. This is
strictly business, not science.
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g Elinnnn ,

@elinthom

Open access is without a doubt the way forward for
scientific publishing, but just for some perspective
@nature:

This charge is over 12x my *annual* PhD research
funding

© Nature News & Comment & @NatureNews

The journals will charge authors up to €9,500 to make research
papers free to read, in a long-awaited alternative to subscription-
only publishing. nature.com/articles/d4158...

12:56 PM - Nov 24, 2020 O

Q 32 & See Elinnnn’s other Tweets

There are many more that all express their outrage at the gall of Nature to charge their authors
these sums,. even Forbes interviewed some of them. At the same time, the people who have
been paying publishers these sums for decades find that the ~10k per paper is actually “very
attractive” and “not a problem”.

So which is it? Are Nature's APCs ‘outrageous’ or are the prices ‘very attractive and not a
problem’?

What is clear is that these charges are definitely not a surprise. Already back in 2004, in a
Parliamentary inquiry in the UK, Nature provided testimony that they would have to charge
10-30k for a Nature paper, given their revenues at the time (i.e., their subscription and
advertising income). While back then, most people scoffed at the numbers and expected that
no author would ever pay such fees, Nature got to work and invented a whole host of ‘lesser’
journals (i.e., Nature XYC as in “Nature Physics”, Nature Genetics" and so on), which would serve
several purposes at once: They increase revenue. As hand-me-down journals they keep
desperate authors attached to the Nature brand. As less selective journals, they would bring
down average costs per article for the brand total, when they would need to go open access.

So this year, after open access advocates, funders and the now also pandemic-stricken public
had kept demanding open access for 16 years after they had been warned, Nature was finally
ready to deliver. Due to the dilution of their costs by way of the ‘lesser’ journals, they managed
to keep their APCs close to their lower bounds of 2004, despite 16 years of inflation. Given that
libraries have been paying these kinds of funds for Nature journals for decades, this price tag
then really is a bargain, all things considered.
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Given this analysis, all the online outrage strikes me as unwarranted. While | of course agree
that it should have never come so far (we ought to have realized where this is headed already
in 2004!), crying foul now comes about 16 years too late. We have had plenty of time to prepare
for this, we have had more than enough time to change course or think of alternative ways to
the legacy publishers. And yet, nearly everybody kept pushing in the same direction anyway,
when we could have known in 2004 that this was not going to end well. The people warning of
such not quite so unintended consequences were few and far between.

Having only gotten interested in these topics around 2007 or so myself, it took me until 2012 to
understand that this kind of APC-OA was not sustainable and, indeed, would stand to make
everything worse just in order to worship the sacred open access cow.

If you were even later to the party and are outraged now, direct your outrage not to Nature, who
are only following external pressures, but to those who exert said pressures, such as open
access advocates pushing for APC-OA and funders mandating authors to publish in such
journals.
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